Candidate Seeking a Call  (csc)

	Name
	Ben Beasley
	Phone
	678-296-1233
	
	E-mail
	benbeasley@hotmail.com


	Mailing Address
	117 Shadowmoor Dr. Decatur, Ga. 30030


	Presbytery
	Savannah
	Candidacy Date
	October 28, 2008


	Home Congregation
	First Presbyterian Church, Savannah Ga. 


	1.
TYPES OF POSITIONS 


	    x
	Associate Pastor (Christian Education)
	x
	Pastor (Tent Maker/Part-time)
	
	Other

	    x
	Associate Pastor (Youth)
	x
	Pastor (Yoked/Multiple)
	
	

	    x
	Associate Pastor (Other)
	x
	Co-Pastor
	
	

	    x
	Pastor (Solo)
	x
	Designated Pastor
	
	

	    x
	Pastor (Head of Staff)
	x
	Mission Pastor
	
	

	    x
	Pastor (New Church Development)
	x
	Campus Minister
	
	

	    x
	Pastor (Redevelopment)
	
	Chaplain
	
	


	2.   TYPES OF COMMUNITIES & CHURCH SIZES


	x
	Rural
	x
	Urban
	x
	Under 100 members

	x
	Village
	x
	Inner City
	x
	101-250- members

	x
	Town
	x
	College
	x
	251-400 members

	x
	Small City
	x
	Recreation
	x
	401-650 members

	x
	Suburban
	x
	Retirement
	x
	651-1000 members

	
	
	
	
	x
	1001-1500 members

	
	
	
	
	
	1501 +


	3.       RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE  (List most recent first) 


	Church/Agency


	
	City/State
	
	Position
	
	Dates
	
	Part/Full

Time

	Central Presbyterian Church/ Central outreach and Advocacy Center
	
	Atlanta/ Ga.
	
	Chaplain/ Intern
	
	June 1-Aug. 8th 2009
	
	Part Time

	Ormewood Park Presbyterian Church
	
	Atlanta/ Ga. 
	
	Supervised Ministry Intern
	
	 Aug 2008- May 2009
	
	Part Time

	Columbia Theological Seminary
	
	Decatur/ Ga. 
	
	 Campus Photographer Work/Study 
	
	2007-2010
	
	Part Time

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	4.      LIST THE 10 PRIMARY SKILL CHOICES FROM THE PERSONAL INFORMATION FORM:




	Preaching
	
	Communication (Written/Oral)

	Teaching
	
	Defining Program Needs

	Young Adult Ministry
	
	Evangelism

	Congregational Fellowship
	
	Congregational Redevelopment/ Revitalization

	Pastoral Care
	
	Spiritual Development


	5.  FORMAL EDUCATION  (List most recent first)


	Institution
	
	City/State
	
	Major
	
	Dates
	
	Degree

	Columbia Theological Seminary
	
	Decatur, GA.
	
	
	
	2007- Present
	
	Master of Divinity

	Savannah College of Art and Design
	
	Savannah, GA.
	
	Photography
	
	Graduated 2001
	
	MFA in Photography

	Georgia State University
	
	Atlanta, Ga.
	
	English
	
	Graduated 1997
	
	BA in English

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	6.       SEMINARY HONORS/SCHOLARSHIPS/LEADERSHIP POSITIONS: 
          • Scholarship Award: PCUSA Study Grant 2007-2008

          • Scholarship Award: PCUSA Study Grant 2008-2009

          • Scholarship Award: PCUSA Study Grant 2009-2010

          • Columbia Theological Seminary Deacon 2009-present

          • Company of New Pastors 2009- present


	7.  GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITATIONS:  

 

	Ideally I would like to be in the Southeast; however I would consider a call in other geographical locations.

	

	8.      BRIEFLY INTRODUCE YOURSELF:

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given us, let us use them.” Romans 12:6 (NKJV)
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom Shall I send, and who will go for us?’  Then I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’”  Isaiah 6:8 (NRSV)

     One of my favorite hymns is “Here I Am Lord”.  I always get emotional over that one!  It speaks of God’s call and our being open and willing to accept that call. Born in Atlanta, Georgia, on December 21, 1964, I grew up in a Christian household, attended church, went to a Christian elementary and high school and after a year of college at Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, I took some time away from school to travel throughout the U.S. and Europe. I returned to school, receiving a BA in English in 1997 from Georgia State University. At the time I wanted to be a poet, and studied under former Poet Laureate of Georgia David Bottoms. After graduation, while exploring the possibilities before me, I decided to learn more about a favorite hobby of mine, photography. I applied and was accepted into a master’s program at the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD).  I moved to Savannah in 1998 to pursue my degree and soon began working for a local photographer, Jack Leigh, who owned a gallery in town.  In 2001, I received my MFA and graduated from SCAD with honors. I worked for a time as the associate gallery director and master printer for the Jack Leigh Gallery, and eventually was hired as professor of photography at the Savannah College of Art and Design.

     While living in Savannah, within the life of my home church, First Presbyterian, those around me nurtured my faith. Through my involvement in my Sunday school’s “Timothy Class”, I came to a deeper understanding of how we as Presbyterians are at once "reformed and always being reformed according to the Word of God" by engaging in a constant process of prayer, study, and discussion wrestling with and considering various aspects of our faith. Participating in the life of First Presbyterian Church I felt God's call to ministry, and to Columbia Theological Seminary, believing that there could be nothing greater in life than to praise and serve Jesus Christ and to serve others in God’s earthly kingdom. 

     One area of ministry to which I feel particularly called is the declining church membership of young adults, especially those in college, which is a particular concern facing my home congregation in Savannah, and is an issue facing the Presbyterian Church as a whole. We need to find ways to revitalize the youth base of the Presbyterian Church, to get them interested in our church and its mission, striving to be open and inviting to all who seek Christ's message and fellowship within the church community. I want to promote the Presbyterian Church and bring others, especially the younger generation, into its fold, while at the same time, working to promote God's mission in the world to ease the pain and suffering of the least of these, the forgotten and marginalized of our society. 

     While I am very interested in a specific outreach to young people during their college years, and bringing them into a new or continuing relationship with Jesus Christ, I also feel called to work in an integrating, inter-generational manner to help bring everyone, young and old alike, into a growing faithful relationship with Jesus Christ and the Presbyterian Church. Declining membership is a major issue facing the Presbyterian Church and many churches of other denominations as well. I feel we cannot sit back and wait for people to come into worship on any given Sunday, but, must find a way to create programs of outreach and interest that get others excited about joining the church. 
     Having discerned God’s call to ministry, I continue allowing myself to be open to the Spirit, utilizing my time, and various opportunities, to evolve, grow, and clarify my own particular gifts.  By being open to the Spirit, I am finding new and challenging ways that I can use my gifts in service to God, the church, and others. I continue to be blessed by a very nurturing ecclesiastical supervisory body including my home church, and the Savannah Presbytery who have been very supportive through my stages of being an Inquirer and Candidate. My pastor, Reverend Stephen Williams would say, "as a Presbyterian you do not just up and decide to go to seminary, and are never heard from again, but you are followed along accompanied and nurtured by the church body as you go through this process."  While this can sometimes be frustrating as you try to make sure you are doing all that is required of you by the entire ecclesiastical body, is also comforting to know that people are behind you one-hundred percent and are willing to help you in whatever way they can while you pursue your call to ministry. I have been blessed to be a member of a very special presbytery, church, and seminary that nurtures one's faith, encouraging discipleship and service. 

     Here I am, ready to serve wherever the Lord would have me go. I look forward to finding someone to share my life with and to raise a family, as I follow my calling into a ministry that seeks to promote God's mission and outreach towards the least of these while encouraging others, young and old alike, to become members of the Presbyterian Church showing them that they can find a family, home, companion, and friend in Jesus Christ and the Presbyterian Church. I believe there can be nothing more important than serving God and serving others, and I look forward to devoting my life to this. 



	


	


