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As we write this letter, we are reminded and humbled by Ephesians 3:20-21, where God “is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.” We reflect on the many gifts God has provided to enable us to fulfill our mission to prepare 
people for faithful and bold church leadership. Indeed, there are so many beautiful things to reflect on and to look forward to.  
These experiences and hopes are all part of the Abundance and Grace that is Columbia, and for this unto God “be the glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations forever and ever,” Amen.

This year was a year of community building, both on campus and off. President Aloyo traveled the Southeast - from Georgia 
to Alabama to Tennessee to North and South Carolina to Florida - to worship and meet with alums and friends of Columbia. 
We prayed, broke bread, and talked about this great institution and our desire to continue to follow the Holy Spirit wherever 
she may take us in our mission to guide the next generation of church leaders.

On campus, we have held a series of forums with faculty, students, and staff to discuss life at Columbia and our future. The 
ideas and insights from these conversations and work sessions allowed our Strategic Blueprinting Commission to prepare our 
Blueprint and present it to the Board of Trustees in May 2023, where it received a unanimous vote of approval. This was an 
example of an entire community coming together to collaborate, invest in, and plan for our collective future.

We also celebrated the first Social Justice cohort in our Doctor of Ministry degree program. They culminated their first week 
together with a worship service shaped by the laments they had written. Seeing our students express themselves and share 
their hopes and desires with our community is a moving experience.

We are also thankful for the many blessings that you, our donors, have bestowed upon us this past year. Through your 
generosity, our students are flourishing as they pursue their call to serve God. We hope that our Annual Impact Report will 
help you see how they flourish and that you will experience some of the same joy we encounter daily at Columbia.

One of those joys is our 75-year association with the Presbyterian Women of the Synod of Living Waters (Mississippi, 
Alabama, Tennessee, and Kentucky) and the Synod of South Atlantic (Georgia, Florida, South Carolina) who have supported 
students at Columbia Theological Seminary through the Columbia Friendship Circle Scholarship Program. You will hear about 
two scholarship recipients who tell how this generous gift helped them flourish this past year.

You will also learn more about Columbia’s commitment to stewardship of this magnificent earth that God has created for us. 
Faculty, students, and staff share in the commitment to making it a safe and livable space for all.

Friends, we cannot do this without your partnership. Thank you for your support now and in the future. We look forward to 
a new academic year with great anticipation and confidence because of you and your contributions and support. Thank 
you for your belief in us as we faithfully create innovative platforms so that our students may flourish in faith and hope. Your 
continued support, whether through financial contributions, spreading awareness, or participating in our events, is vital. 

 
Jane E. Fahey 
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Scan Here

Dr. Victor Aloyo 
President
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Core Values  
Guiding  
Strategic Blueprint 
Implementation

Gratitude

Mutual Respect

Excellence

Compassion

Innovation

Hospitality

Inclusive Community

Belonging & Becoming

Communal Engagement

THE STRATEGIC BLUEPRINT 
GUIDING COLUMBIA INTO ITS 
THIRD CENTURY
In 2022-2023 academic year, President Aloyo kicked off the development of a new 
strategic blueprint to continue to nurture imaginative leaders for the Church and 
the world. Informed by input and insights invited from all students, faculty, and 
staff, a commission of Board of Trustee members, faculty, students, and staff led the 
development of the blueprint, titled Abundance & Grace: A Blueprint for Flourishing in 
Faith & Hope. 

The strategic blueprint provides the substance for annual plans and assessments leading 
up to the 100th anniversary of the Seminary’s 1927 move to Decatur, Georgia, and 
into Columbia’s third century, beginning in 2028. It states that we aspire, through our 
strategic directions, to become an educational institution of theological inquiry and 
innovation that will:

•	 Build on Columbia Seminary’s excellence in theological inquiry, critical thinking, 
and innovation, providing theological leadership for the Church and the world by 
educating and equipping faithful, imaginative, and effective pastoral leaders through 
degree and non-degree programs, contextual education, research, and lifelong 
learning.

•	 Expand on Columbia Theological Seminary’s residential campus, developing and 
implementing the framework for a campus culture of Christian worship, hospitality, 
and belonging that exists on our campus and extends translocally and globally.

•	 Enrich Columbia Theological Seminary’s exemplary workplace culture, pursuing 
excellence in our policies, procedures, and practices, stewarding the Seminary’s 
resources, and building mutually beneficial relationships with external partners at 
the local, regional, and global levels.

•	 Strengthen Columbia Theological Seminary’s vision of inclusion and commitment 
to diversity by engaging, exploring, and facilitating the highest levels of institutional 
leadership and effectiveness, organizational justice, and future-oriented planning 
within an environment of transparent, shared governance as we join boldly in the 
new thing God is already doing among us. 

The Board of Trustees voted unanimously to approve the Blueprint. Now, the Seminary 
is in the implementation process. “Columbia approaches theological education as an 
enterprise in the formation of the whole person, both within and outside the classroom,” 
affirms President Ayolo. “The Strategic Blueprint will guide the way we accomplish this 
mission.”

We invite you to follow updates and  
information about the continued  
development and implementation of  
our strategic blueprint. 

Scan Here
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This Annual Impact Report includes donors whose gifts or pledge payments were received July 1, 2022 through June 30, 
2023. Gifts received after July 1, 2023 will be acknowledged in next year’s report.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report. We apologize for any errors or omissions and ask that you 
bring them to our attention. Please report corrections to Nathan Kongthum at 404 687 4588 or KongthumN@ctsnet.edu.

Gifts and grants made during fiscal year 2022-2023, alongside proceeds from endowments established over many years, 
brought forth a combined donor impact of 83% of Columbia’s operating revenue. More than four out of every five dollars 
Columbia spent to fulfill its mission this year came from the abundance and grace of faithful donors, past and present.

In addition to gifts and grants for operations above, donors also gave $2,787,000 in new gifts and bequests to increase 
existing endowments or create new ones to strengthen Columbia’s mission and vision for generations to come.

Columbia Seminary gratefully acknowledges 
the following donors for their support.

Mr. Howell E. Adams, Jr.
Mrs. Florida S. and Mr. W. Douglas Ellis
The Rev. Jane E. Fahey
Mr. and Mrs. T. Michael Goodrich
Colonel Donald M. Kollarik
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Pender

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
Cully A. & Lois Dowdle Cobb Foundation
The Ellis Foundation

Estate of J. Philip Noble
Estate of Robert F. Hunt
Estate of Janice L. Castles
Presbyterian Foundation
Samuel E. and Mary W. Thatcher Foundation, Inc.
John I. Smith Charities, Inc.

CHURCHES
Presbyterian Church (USA), Louisville, KY

PRESIDENT’S SOCIETY
$25,000 OR MORE

ACADEMICS  41.9%

ADVANCEMENT  8.2%

CAPITAL & MAINTENANCE  12.5% 

AUXILIARY  1%

STUDENT SERVICES  5.9%

FINANCIAL AID  14.3% 

ADMINISTRATIVE  16.3%

GIFTS  4.2%

GRANTS  7.1%  

OTHER REVENUE  7.5%

TUITION & FEES  13.8%

ENDOWMENT  67.4%

REVENUE TOTAL

$16,346,793

EXPENDITURE TOTAL

 $16,174,303 



98 Recognizing gifts made July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023

Rev. Dr. Alicia W. Abell and Mr. 
David A. Abell

Dr. Ann Clay Adams and the Rev. 
C. Fritz Bogar

Dr. Joanna M. and Mr. Alfred B. 
Adams III

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Adle
Ms. Ashley P. Alderman
Rev. Dr. Victor and Mrs. Suzette 

Aloyo
Mrs. Randolph N. Armstrong
Mrs. Edna M. Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Balloun
Mr. Brian Barkley and Ms. Nancy 

Phillimore
Mr. Thomas A. Barrow, Jr.
Estate of Annette U. Bartron
The Rev. Dorothy T. and Dr. 

Russell S. Blackwelder
Rev. Aisha Brooks-Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. William P. Brown
Mr. Wes Browning
The Rev. Vernon S. Broyles III
Mr. John A. Bullard and Ms. 

Kathryn Scofield
The Rev. and Mrs. James D. 

Burton
Ms. Margaret C. Cairnes
Mr. Benjamin Carmichael Jr.
Ms. Connie L. Carson
Dr. Brandi R. and the Rev. 

Andrew B. Casto-Waters
Rev. Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Jennifer 

Clifford
The Rev. Laura Smith Conrad 

and Mr. Charles W. Conrad Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Crosby
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. 

Cunningham
Ms. Jennifer Cuthbertson
Mr. Richard T. Darden and Mrs. 

Barclay B. Darden
Dr. Kathy L. Dawson
Mrs. Joan C. Deifell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. DuBose
Dr. and Mrs. Dan A. Dunaway
The Rev. Christine K. Dungan
Dr. Sue M. Duttera
The Rev. Dr. Sarah F. Erickson
The Rev. and Mrs. M. McCoy 

Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Gandy
Mr. Marion B.  and Mrs. Gail S. 

Glover
Drs. Catherine G. and Justo L. 

Gonzalez
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. 

Goodman

Mrs. Suzanne B. Benton
Mrs. Elinor Boyer
Mrs. Betsy P. Hammet
Jessie H. Kryder
Dr. Belle Miller McMaster
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Oglesby
Mrs. Olive H. Timberlake

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
Charles A. and Janie A. Parsons Fund
335 Crooked Hill LLC
H.P. Bridges Ministers’ Trust

The Rev. Pamela G. Driesell and Mr. L. Joseph Loveland, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C. Ben Garren, Jr.
The Rev. Louly F. Hay
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Muir
Mrs. Jo Ann Nelson
Mrs. Louise H. Reaves
Dr. B. Lynn Stall and Mr. G. Edward Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Tate III
Dr. G. Dana Waters III
Charles W. Wood

Charlotte Presbytery
Community Foundation of Northeast Alabama
Greater Atlanta Presbytery
Lenox World Mission
Olympia Presbytery
Helen C. Richardson Foundation
The Hal and John Smith Family Foundation

CHURCHES
First Presbyterian Church, Aiken, SC
Village Community Presbyterian Church, Rancho Santa Fe, CA
First Presbyterian Church, Nashville, TN
Roswell Presbyterian Church, Roswell, GA

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
Fulcrum Equity Partners, Inc. 

CHURCHES
First Presbyterian Church of Shreveport, Shreveport, LA
Green Valley Presbyterian Church, Henderson, NV
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church, Dallas, TX
White Memorial Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, NC

Dr. Joan S. and Mr. William A. 
Gray

Dr. and Mrs. H. Scott Gregory
Mrs. Vivian H. Guthrie
Mrs. M. Lisle Gwynn Garrity and 

Mr .Paul Garrity
Rev. Byeong C. Han and  Ms. 

Soonji Yang
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Harpenau
The Rev. Carolyn Robinson Hart 

and Mr. Charles T. Hart
Susan and Wyatt Haskell
Mr. and Mrs. George J. 

Hauptfuhrer
The Rev. Morgan and Mr. Robert 

Hay
The Revs. Sara A. Hayden and 

Christopher A. Henry
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Honey, Jr.
Dr. E. Elizabeth Johnson and the 

Rev. Peter M. Paulsen
Chaplain William A. Jokela and 

Ms. Jane L. Hughes
The Rev. and Mrs. Walter M. 

Jones, Jr.
Mrs. Myrl B. Kirstein
Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Lassiter III
The Rev. and Mrs. William F. Lee
The Rev. and Mrs. S. Edwin 

Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Martin, Jr.
The Rev. Peggy A. McClure
Mr. Jack L. McGinnis
Dr. Susan L. Boardman-

McKissack and the Rev. 
William F. McKissack

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph “Clay” 
Meux, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Miller III
Dr. Martha L. and the Rev. Chris 

E. Moore-Keish
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Moriarty
Mr. William S. Morris III
The Rev. Cecil B. Murphey
Rev. Ann-Henley Nicholson
Dr. and Mrs. William O. Nisbet, Jr.
Dr. Rodger Y. Nishioka
The Rev. Margaret R. Northen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. O’Brien
Dr. Kathleen M. O’Connor
Mrs. Lamar E. Oglesby
Mrs. Claudia S. Oldenburg
Dr. Sue K. Park
The Revs. Pendleton B. and 

Lindsey W. Peery
Dr. and Mrs. W. Jefferson 

Pendergrast, Jr.
The Revs. Kathryn M. Wolf Reed 

and Nicholas K. Reed
Mrs. Margaret C. and Mr. Robert 

E. Reiser

Dr. and Mrs. J. Steve Rhodes
Dr. Marcia Y. Riggs
Rev. and Mr. Riley
Ms. Martha Rosselot
Mr. Ross C. Royce
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel F. Rutland
Mrs. Kathryn H. and the Rev. Joe 

W. Sandifer, Jr.
Mr. William E. and Mrs. Peggy 

Corbin Scheu
The Rev. Martha C. Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Shepard
Dr. Robert Sherwood
The Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons 

and Mr. W. Gary Simmons
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley D. Smith
The Rev. Dr. R. Millie Snyder and 

Mr. Leif T. Aus
Dr. and Mrs. Cary G. Speaker
Dr. and Mrs. James O. Speed, Jr.
Ms. Frances St. John
Mr. and Mrs. Shellie S. Stroman, 

Jr.
The Hon. Judge Alan and Mrs. 

Sarah Thornburg
The Rev. and Mrs. Charles M. 

Tucker
The Rev. Elizabeth M. and Mr. Ian 

M. Turner
Mr. and Mrs. R. Scott Uthlaut
Dr. Leanne Van Dyk
Mrs. Martha H. Vardeman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Vaughan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Wade
Mr. Melford and Dr. Vanessa 

Siddle Walker
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas (Tom) W. 

Walker
Dr. Haruko N. and Mr. Peter H. 

Ward
Drs. Ralph C. and  Vanessa C. 

Watkins
The Revs. Laurie Taylor Weicher 

and John V. Weicher
The Rev. Karen Whelchel-

Redwine
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Wilson
Mr. Richard F. Wolters
Ms. Magda Yrizzary

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
Gen Board of Global Ministries of 

the United Methodist Church
A Sanctified Art LLC
Bremer Ministry Trust
Center of Theological Inquiry
Central Florida Presbyterian 

Women

Cherokee Presbytery
The Coca-Cola Foundation 

Matching Gifts Program
William E. and Audrine C. Honey 

Foundation
Lois and Lucy Lampkin 

Foundation
Living Waters for the World
Memorial Drive Ministries
Mount Olivet Foundation
Network for Good
North Alabama Presbytery
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary 

Foundation
Presbyterians for Earth Care
The Spartanburg County 

Foundation
Synod of South Atlantic
The Rourke Memorial Fund
Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program

CHURCHES
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

Charlotte, NC
Fountain Inn Presbyterian 

Church, Fountain Inn, SC
First Presbyterian Church, 

Norwalk, OH
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 

Greenville, SC
Mount Vernon Presbyterian 

Church, Sandy Springs , GA
Westlake Hills Presbyterian 

Church, Austin, TX
First Presbyterian Church, 

Bristol, TN
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 

McLean, VA
Korean Central Presbyterian 

Church, Atlanta, GA
Reid Memorial Presbyterian 

Church, Augusta, GA
Grove Presbyterian Church, 

Danville, PA
Second Presbyterian Church, 

Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN
Fondren Presbyterian Church, 

Jackson, MS
Briarwood Presbyterian Church, 

Jackson, MS
First Presbyterian Church, Fort 

Worth, TX
First Presbyterian Church, 

Lancaster, SC
Gretna Presbyterian Church, 

Gretna, FL
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church, 

Decatur, GA
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Nashville, TN
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Greenwood, SC

WILLIAM MARCELLUS MCPHEETERS SOCIETY

PETER MARSHALL SOCIETY

DEAN’S SOCIETY

$1,000 TO $4,999

$10,000 TO $24,999

$5,000 TO $9,999
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Dr. and Mrs. Jefferson K. Aiken, 
Jr.

Dr. Emily J. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Ayres
The Rev. Dr. Ryan and Rev. 

Amy Baer
Dr. and Mrs. David J. Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard N. Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Victor A. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Bennett, 

Jr.
Mrs. Laura M. Bishop
The Rev. and Mrs. Frank I. 

Blankinship III
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Blincow
Ms. Pepe M. Bowman
Dr. and Mrs. Brennan W. Breed
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Carl
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Carr, Jr.
Dr. Anna and the Rev. W. David 

Carter Florence
The Rev. Huw Christopher
Dr. Yvonne M. Collie-

Pendleton
The Rev. Sharon K. Core and 

Mr. Nicholas J. Kuhn

The Rev. Ann F. and Dr. Frank 
C. Aichinger

Dr. and Mrs. J. Eade Anderson
Phillip M. Armstrong
Dr. Carolyn S. and Mr. Stephen 

W. Ashworth
The Revs. Julie H. and Davis 

M. Bailey
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Barron
Dr. John N. Bartholomew
Judge Jane C. Barwick
Mrs. Lucille Miller-Trumbull 

Baum
The Rev. and Mrs. C. Frank 

Beall
Dr. Charles H. Berthoud and 

Ms. Christine L. Turner
The Rev. Buren Blankenship
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Boyer
Dr. and Mrs. J. Malcolm 

Brownlee, Jr.
The Rev. Mary Miller 

Brueggemann
The Rev. Katherine L. 

Carpenter and Dr. James C. 
Klagge

Dr. and Mrs. Gregory D. 
Chapman

The Rev. Molly C. and Mr. 
Colquitt I. Clark III

Dr. Randall T. Clayton
Dr. and Mrs. E. Von Clemans
The Rev. Ernestine B. Cole
Dr. Deborah M. Conner and 

Mr. Stephen D. Conner
The Rev. Mary Jane K. and Mr. 

Gary A. Cornell
The Rev. Jean L. Davidson
Dr. and Mrs. Warner F. Davis
Dr. Susan L. Denne
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Edward 

Dobbs
Mrs. Diane L. and Mr. Thomas 

K. Duane
The Rev. Mary Kathleen 

Duncan and Mr. David J. 
Duncan

The Rev. Martha M. and Mr. 
Paul E. Ebel

The Rev. and Mrs. George H. 
Fitzgerald

The Rev. Catherine E. Foster
The Revs. Rodney A. and Jody 

P. Foster
Kay and Phil Gehman
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. 

Gignilliat, Jr.
Mr. Charles Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Gilmore
The Rev. Marcella A. and Dr. 

Justin A. Glass
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory A. 

Goodwiller

The Rev. and Mrs. Michael A. 
Daffin

The Rev. Kay A. Davis-Dudding 
and Mr. Frederick L. Dudding

Ms. Debra Durden
The Rev. Virginia Simmons 

Ellis and Mr. Harry W. Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Mary 

Evans
Mrs. Mary B. Fant
The Rev. and Mrs. James H. 

Foil, Jr.
Mrs. Margaret H. Fouse
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Grant-

Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Graves
Dr. and Mrs. Ford F. G’Segner
Dr. Jong Wook Ha and Ms. 

Young Yoo
Ms. Nancy Hatcher
Rev. and Mrs. William and Joy 

F. Henning, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas G. Hill
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Hix
Mrs. Nancy M. Hoffmann
Dr. and Mrs. Ramon E. Hunt

Dr. and Mrs. J. Decherd Guess
Dr. and Mrs. D. Raymond 

Guterman
Mrs. Anne M. Haltiwanger
Ingram & Marilyn Hedgpeth
Dr. Dr. Brian and Mrs. Tanjula 

Jackson Henderson
The Rev. Nancy M. Hendrix
The Rev. Sandy and Mr. Robert 

M. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. William P. 

Hoffman III
Dr. Joseph G. Holt and the Rev. 

Karen L. Soli
The Rev. and Mrs. George B. 

Hutchins
Mr. Frank S. James III and Mrs. 

Jothany W. James
The Rev. Alice A. Johnson
The Rev. and Mrs. G. Wallace 

Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Johnson
Anonymous
Dr. Sara C. Juengst
Ms. Karen Kropp
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Lassiter
Dr. and Mrs. Sheppard D. 

Lawrence
The Rev. and Mrs. W. Marvin 

Lindsay III
The Rev. and Mrs. Jerry W. 

Long
Dr. Tommie G. Malone
The Rev. Kimberly Warwick 

McCoy and Mr. D. Patrick 
McCoy

Ms. Sara S. McDaniel
The Rev. and Mrs. Neill D. 

McKay
Rev. Sarah VanderZee 

McKenney and Mr. Spencer 
McKenney

Dr. and Mrs. Vernon R. Hunter
Dr. Evelyn Jenkins Gunn
Dr. and Mrs. D. Orvin Jenkins
Ms. Kay Keeler
Dr. Bernice W. and Mr. Darryl E. 

Kirkland
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Larson
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Law
The Rev. Rebekah Close 

LeMon and Dr. Joel M. 
LeMon

The Rev. and Mrs. Robert M. 
Lewis, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Loftis
Dr. Robert W. Lowry
The Rev. Oscar & Kathy 

McCloud
Roger S. McCullough
The Rev. and Mrs. Rob Roy 

McGregor, Jr.
Mrs. Adele D. McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. 

Messier
Dr. Robert L. Montgomery
Mrs. Sadera W. Moore
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Morris
Dr. and Mrs. D. Cameron 

Murchison, Jr.
Dr. Jacob D. Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn B. Ogden
Mr. Richard A. Oliver, Sr. and 

Ms. Marjorie H. Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Walter W. Peters
Dr. Martha Jane Petersen
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Raynal
Dr. Stephen C. Robertson and 

Ms. Susan Peacock
Mrs. Jody D. and Mr. D. Ed 

Sauls
Dr. Lisa M. Schrott and Mr. 

Brian J. McWilliams
The Rev. Mindy S. Serafin
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Shafe
The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Paul 

Sherwood, Sr.
The Rev. Jeanne S. and Mr. S. 

James Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Bridges W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson V. Smith, 

Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. J. Todd Speed
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Stephens
The Rev. and Mrs. Dean R. 

Strong
Dr. Augustus E. Succop III
Rev. Dr. Tony and Rev. Dr. Katie 

Sundermeier
Mrs. Sally S. Telford
Mrs. Jenny Thagard
Mr. and Mrs. C. Brent Trexler

Mrs. Virginia M. McManus
Mr. Donald W. Millen
The Rev. and Mrs. Paul N. Min
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Ira C. Mitchell
The Rev. Sandra E. and Mr. 

Eugene F. Monroe
The Rev. and Mrs. Edwin L. 

Morrison
Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Nash
The Rev. Laurel D. Nelson and 

Mr. N. Rick Castor
The Rev. and Mrs. Neal A. 

Neuenschwander
Ms. Missy Nicholson
The Rev. Kathryn Owen 

Aumann and Dr. Wait 
Aumann

The Rev. Lori E. Pistor and Mr. 
Terry L. Allebaugh

Rev. David J. Powers
Ms. Betsy D. Preston
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Preston
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Ramey, 

Jr.
The Rev. Stacy K. Rector
Mr. Richard Reed and Dr. 

Judith Habeeb
The Rev. and Mrs. James T. 

Richardson
Dr. Arlene Lillian Robie
The Rev. and Mrs. David W. 

Rogers
Mr. A. Paul Romjue
Dr. Richard F. Rouquie, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Martin Sadler
The Revs. Rebecca S. and 

John D. Shillingburg
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Simmers
Mr. and Mrs. Greg A. Sims
Dr. and Mrs. H. McCord Smith

JAMES WOODROW SOCIETY AGNES LAW SOCIETY
$500 TO $999.99 $250 - $499.99

Mr. George E. Uthlaut
The Rev. Dr. Charles A. and Ms. 

Elizabeth Wiley
Dr. and Mrs. Paul F. Wubbena, 

Jr.
Dr. Christine Roy Yoder and 

Mr. Reinald S. Yoder

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
Charleston Atlantic Presbytery
Columbia Theological 

Seminary
John and Mary Franklin 

Foundation, Inc.
Presbyterian Women Foothills 

Presbytery
Presbyterian Women 

Presbytery of St. Augustine

CHURCHES
Austell Presbyterian Church, 

Austell, GA
Second Presbyterian Church, 

Little Rock, AR
First Presbyterian Church, 

Knoxville, TN
Sardis Presbyterian Church, 

Charlotte, NC
Peachtree Presbyterian 

Church, Atlanta, GA
Madison Presbyterian Church, 

Madison, GA
First Presbyterian Church, 

Greer, SC
First Presbyterian Church, 

Moultrie, GA
Covenant Presbyterian 

Church, Athens, GA
First Presbyterian Church of 

Naples, Naples, FL
First Presbyterian Church, 

Covington, GA
First Presbyterian Church, 

Greenville, MS
Fort Hill Presbyterian Church, 

Clemson, SC
Leland Presbyterian Church, 

Leland, MS
Seven Oaks Presbyterian 

Church, Columbia, SC
Sumner Presbyterian Church, 

Sumner, MS
St. Lukes Presbyterian Church, 

Atlanta, GA
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church, Stone Mountain, GA
Shallowford Presbyterian 

Church, Atlanta, GA

Dr. and Mrs. James I. St. John
Dr. and Mrs. John G. Taylor, Jr.
Ms. Felicia R. Thimas
The Rev. and Mrs. C. Craig 

Topple
Dr. Jeffery L. and Rev. Cherlyn 

A. Tribble, Sr.
Dr. Chris S. Tuttle and the Rev. 

Carrie Rhoads Tuttle
Dr. Carolyn J. and Mr. Benton 

E. Visser
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Wade, 

Jr.
Rev. Mary Beth Walker
The Revs. Karen H. and Travis 

A. Webster
The Rev. Allison C. Wehrung
Dr. and Mrs. D. Scott Weimer
Mr. and Ms. C. Geoffrey 

Weirich
The Rev. J. Mark Wilburn
The Rev. Khalia Jelks Williams 

and Dr. Damon P. Williams
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ronald Wilson
The Rev. Dr. Myong Sun Kim 

and the Rev. Michael W. 
Woods

The Rev. and Mrs. Jia De Wu

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
D.R. Horton Inc. - Jacksonville
Middle Tennessee Presbytery
Peace River Presbyterian 

Women
Presbytery of East Tennessee

CHURCHES
Faith Presbyterian Church, 

Williamston, SC
Deer Creek Shores 

Presbyterian Church, 
Cumming, GA

First Presbyterian Church, 
Cleveland, GA

First Presbyterian Church, 
Morganton, NC

North Lake Presbyterian 
Church, Lady Lake, FL

Clairmont Presbyterian 
Church, Decatur, GA

Decatur Presbyterian Church, 
Decatur, GA

Westminster Presbyterian 
Women of the Church, 
Rome, GA

St. Lukes Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian 

Women of the Church
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Bowling Green Presbyterian 
Church, Bowling Green, SC

Central Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, GA

Cold Springs Presbyterian 
Church, Bristol, TN

First Presbyterian Church c/o 
Debra Evers, PW Treasurer, 
Dadeville, AL

First Presbyterian Church of 
Soddy Daisy, Soddy Daisy, 
TN

First Presbyterian Church, 
Athens, AL

First Presbyterian Church, 
Greeneville, TN

First Presbyterian Church, 
Union Point, GA

Presbyterian Women of 
Riverside Church, Cocoa 
Beach, FL

Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Canton, GA

Tuesday Morn-Eng Circle, 
Beaufort, SC

New Life Presbyterian Church, 
College Park, GA

The Rev. and Mrs. W. Frederic 
Wise

Dr. Albert A. Myers, Jr.
Dr. Sara J. Myers and Dr. David 

L. Petersen
Dr. Raj Nadella and. Mrs. Amy 

Becklenberg
The Rev. Catherine and Mr. 

John P. Neelly Burton
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Neelly
Dr. and Mrs. Vance S. Nesbit
Dr. Betty Scott Noble
The Revs. Christin Johnson 

Norman and Willilam E. 
Norman

Dr. Nancy Graham Ogne and 
the Rev. Paul M. Ogne

Scott C. Opsahl
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Patton
Dr. Jeri Parris Perkins and Mr. 

Phillip D. Perkins
Dr. and Mrs. Grady J. Perryman
Dr. Pettit
The Rev. and Mrs. William G. 

Phipps
The Rev. and Mrs. James W. 

Platt
Judge Caryl P. Privett
Mrs. Millie Pryles
Dr. and Mrs. Juan A. 

Quintanilla
The Revs. Laura A. 

Cunningham and H. Scott 
Ramsey

The Rev. and Mrs. Stephen M. 
Ratliff

Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Reece
Mrs. Hilda C. Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond R. 

Roberts
The Rev. Marianne McMasters 

Romanat and Mr. A. Kyle 
Romanat

The Rev. Jane C. and Mr. John 
D. Rose

Mr. and Mrs. Dan A. Schafer
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Schmidt
Mrs. Lee Schoonover
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Schoonover
Mr. and Mrs. G. Dal Schreck
The Rev. John G. Seabrook, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. Craig W. 

Seitz
The Rev. Janet Ann Briscoe 

and Dr. R. Page Shelton
Mr. and Mrs. L. William Silzle, Jr.
Dr. Bertram C. Sippola
Dr. and Mrs. Earl J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Smith
Dr. Mitzi J. Smith
William E. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Snyder
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. 

Stauffacher
Graham and Joanne Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Streetman
The Rev. Kristin F. Stroble
The Revs. Caroline Leach and 

Gibson P. Stroupe
Mrs. Mary Beth Stuart
Mrs. Patricia Talley Newbold
The Rev. and Mrs. John L. 

Tarrant, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. L. Jackson Taylor
The Rev. and Mrs. Walter B. 

Tennyson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank F. Thach
Dr. Kathryn E. and Mr. Thomas 

M. Thoresen
Mr. Peter L. Thornton
The Revs. Jill P. and Joel L. 

Tolbert
Dr. and Mrs. Lewis E. Trotter
The Rev. Marilyn M. Tucker-

Marek and Mr. Ken Marek
Mrs. Anne S. Turnage
The Rev. Lucy E. Turner
Sarah  L. Van Gunten
The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. 

Vanderbilt
The Rev. Hannah H. Vaughan 

and Mr. Norman J. Robinson
Dr. and Mrs. T. Mark Verdery
Dr. David and Mrs. Sallie Verner
Ms. Mary-Ellen H. Vian
The Revs. Kimberley D. and 

Derek A. Wadlington
Dr. and Mrs. G. Oliver Wagner
Dr. and Mrs. Desmond M. 

Walker
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. 

Walkup
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H.L. Walter
Ms. Lindalee M. Walters
Drs. Theodore J. Wardlaw and 

Kay Bryant
Drs. Thomas J. and Julia S. 

Watkins
Mr. Kevin M. Weber and the 

Rev. Callie C. Weber
Dr. and Mrs. Michael E. 

Williams
Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott 

Woodmansee

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
New Harmony Presbytery
Presbyterian Women NEGA 

PBY

Presbyterian Women of 
Presbytery of Florida

Presbyterian Women 
Presbytery of Mississippi

Presbyterian Women 
Presbytery of Trinity

Rev. C. Edward Davis Memorial 
Fund

Savannah Presbytery PW
St. Andrew Presbytery
Texas Presbyterian Foundation

CHURCHES
Alabama Presbyterian Church, 

Choudrant, LA
First Presbyterian Church, 

Greenwood, SC
First Presbyterian Church, 

Savannah, GA
Skidaway Island Presbyterian 

Church, Savannah, GA
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Hattiesburg, MS
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, Greenwood, SC
Rocky Springs Presbyterian 

Church, Laurens, SC
First Presbyterian Church, 

Athens, GA

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Adams
Ms. Kyle Ahrold
The Rev. and Mrs. Wyatt Aiken, 

Jr.
Rev. and Mrs. David B. 

Antonson
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert L. 

Armistead
Drs. William V. Arnold and 

Margaret Anne Fohl
Rick and Beth Atkerson
The Rev. and Mrs. Matthew K. 

Baker
Dr. Royce W. Ballard
Rev. Stephanie Bishop
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Booth
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Botsford
Dr. and Mrs. David L. 

Boumgarden
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Bradfield
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley W. 

Brandon
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Brennan
The Rev. and Mrs. C. Brandon 

Brewer
Mr. Al Bridges
Dr. Harry H. Bryan
Dr. Mary Brown Bullock
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Burns
Rev. Raushanah N. Butler
The Rev. and Mrs. Kevin M. 

Campbell
The Rev. A. Leigh Campbell-

Taylor and Mr. Clark Taylor
Lee and Betty Carroll
Mrs. Orlean Y. Castronis
Dr. and Mrs. T. Erskine Clarke
The Revs. Carlos J. and 

Deborah L. Clugy-Soto
Dr. David D. Colby and Ms. 

Laura A. Clay
The Revs. Katherine and 

Andrew Foster Connors
The Revs. Susannah A. and 

John R. Cook
The Rev. and Mrs. Pemberton 

I. Cooley III
Mrs. Sharon H. Cooper Stone
Dr. and Mrs. W. Franklin 

Covington
Ms. Corie Cox
The Rev. Mary P. and Mr. 

William L. Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 

Cromwell
The Rev. Joe Ella Darby
Dr. and Mrs. David C. Dault
Mrs. Catherine R. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn H. Davis, Jr.
Dr. Jimmy W. Davis and The 

Rev. Becky Davis

The Rev. Elizabeth M. and Dr. 
Richard I. Deibert

Dr. Thomas G. Dendy
Dr. Laura W. Dorsey
Dr. William T. DuBose
Mrs. and Mrs. Ecker-Berkman
Dr. Sterling Edwards, Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy M. Elmore
The Rev. Debbie D. Feagin
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Fenton
The Revs. Mary M. Flannagan 

and Adam Fischer
The Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Folks
Dr. J. Mark Forrester
The Rev. and Mrs. J. Donald 

Fowler

Mr. and Mrs. Larry W. Gahan
Mr. and Mrs. John Gam
The Revs. Cheryl F. and 

Andrew J. Gans
Estate of the Rev. Irwin P. 

Gates, Jr.
Rev. Romel Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin F. Gilbert
Laura Gillespie Hunt
Dr. and Mrs. Richard T. 

Gillespie IV
Mrs. Thomas E. Gillespie, Jr.
Ms. Heidi K. Gleason
Dr. and Mrs. John J. Gleason
Dr. Larry Golemon and The 

Rev. Joyce Mercer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. 

Gooding
Dr. and Mrs. James S. Goodlet, 

Jr.
The Rev. Katelyn M. Gordon 

Cooke and Rev. Andy Cooke

The Rev. and Mrs. Ronald J. 
Greer

The Rev. Sharon E. and Mr. 
John K. Gregory

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Griffis
Mrs. Rutledge I. Gross
Ms. Kelly K. Gunter
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Guthrie
The Rev. and Mrs. Thomas R. 

Hagood, Jr.
Drs. Vicky and William Harkins 

III
Dr. Laurey H. Harrell
Dr. Tim and Rev. Saranell 

Hartman
Mrs. Ruth D. Hatcher
The Rev. and Mrs. Bill R. 

Havens

Mrs. Florence M. Hendee
Ms. Ellen Herbert and Rev. Rick 

Neale
The Revs. Penny J. and 

Richard G. Hill
The Revs. Richard G. Hill and 

Penelope J. Hill†
The Rev. and Mrs. R. Eugene 

Horne, Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. Gary E. 

Howell
The Revs. Wilbur H. and 

Michele L. Howie
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Huffaker
The Rev. Scott W. Huie
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Hunter
The Rev. and Mrs. Seong 

Cheol Im
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Ivester
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ernest Johnson
Mrs. Klara H. Johnson
Mr. John R. Jones, Jr.

CHARLES STILLMAN SOCIETY
$100 TO $249.99

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Jones
Dr. Eun-Gee Jun
Dr. Lesa A. and Mr. William V. 

Kastler, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Leland C. Keller
The Rev. Caroline M. Kelly and 

Mr. James F. Mooney
Dr. Sandra M. Kern
Mr. and Mrs. Hwa H. Kim
Dr. Deborah A. Kirk
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Gray S. Laflamme
The Rev. Mary Beth Lawrence
The Rev. Connie S. and Mr. 

Gentle G. Lee
Ms. Coleman M. Legerton
Pickens and Elizabeth Lindsay
The Rev. Dr. April Love-

Fordham and Mr. Stephen 
Fordham

Ms. Deborah Lowe
Dr. and Mrs. Reginald S. Lowe, 

Jr.
The Rev. and Mrs. James S. 

Lowry
Mrs. and Mr. Lukens
Dr. James F. MacNair
Mrs. Diana W. and Mr. W. Blair 

Malcom
Dr. and Mrs. Carl B. Marshall
Mr. Carl Martin
Dr. Albert F. Masters III
The Rev. M. Beecher Mathes
Mr. and Mrs. Joe F. Mattison
The Rev. Rebekah A. and Mr. 

Derek S. Maul
Dr. and Mrs. Steve A. Mays
Mr. Jeffrey D. McEwen
Dr. Melinda McGarrah Sharp
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Evans 

McGregor, Jr.
Dr. and Drs. E. Lynn McLarty
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas S. 

McLeroy
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert S. 

McMullen
Dr. Paige M. McRight
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. 

Medford
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Mellott
Alan and Lynn Merrill
Mrs. Peggy B. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Roger G. Miller
Dr. T. Jeffreys Mitchiner, Jr.
Mrs. Betty C. Moore
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Moore, 

Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Morgan, 

Jr.
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“Columbia is blessed to have so 
many friends and supporters. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting with, praying with, and 
breaking bread with them over 
these last 12 months.”

Dr. Victor Aloyo 
President

COLUMBIA PRESIDENT VISITS 
ALUMS AND FRIENDS OF COLUMBIA
President, Dr. Victor Aloyo has made getting to know Columbia and its people his first priority. 
President Aloyo visited alumni and friends of Columbia across the Southeast. He plans to continue 
visiting faith leaders across the country and the world.

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Scott
Rev. Paul B. Sisk
Rev. and Mrs. Jay Smith
Ms. Donna Stevens
Rev. Jeff Thomas
Rev. and Mrs. Daniel C. Vanek
Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Vittetoe
Dr. Reginald Warren
Mr. Philip Watts
Rev. Michael Weaver
Rev. Ben & Mrs. Helen 

Whitfield
Rev. Janet Wolfe

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Avery
Rev. Stephen Booth
Mrs. Dianne Bruton
Mrs. and Mr. Patricia Burkhart
Dr. Clarence Byerly
Ms. Leslie Carter
Mrs. Maxine and Mr. David 

Clark
Rev. Tim Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Dewert
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Robert Dibble
Mrs. Ann F. Dutton
Ms. Evelyn H. Eck
Mrs. Stephanie Edge
Ms. Juanita G. Elslager
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Evans
Dr. Israel Galindo
Ms. Sally A. Galliher
Rev. Jim and Judy Gerren
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hill
Dr. Ron Hinson
Rev. Deborah Hollifield
Rev. Lisa Horn
The Rev. Frederick Horner
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Huffine

Rev. and Mrs. T. F. Irby, Jr.
Mr. Barry Jamison
Mr. Garrett M. Jenkins
Rev. Kendall Jongejan Harder
Rev. Dr. Julie and Mr. Josund
Rev. and Mrs. Mark Judd
Rev. Melanie W. Kingsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kinman
Ms. Nancy Kinman
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Tom Kinman
Mrs. and The Rev. Viola G. 

Kinman
Ms. Diane B. Kirkpatrick
Mr. Kelly A. Lane
Rev. and Rev. Don Lansky
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Litzler
Rev. Frank Lomax, III, M.Div.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Malone
Dr. Felix Montgomery
Mr. Harvey Morgan
Ms. Greta N. Morris
Rev. and Mrs. Ron Norton
Mr. Gayle W Page
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher S. 

Paielli

Ms. Melbaree L. Palmer
Mr. J. W. Pearce
Mrs. Glena Pierce
Rev. and Mrs. David P. Poppen
Mr. and Mrs. David Pribble
Dr. and Mrs. David E. Roberts
Rev. and Mrs. Sidney 

Rodriguez
Rev. Jason Royle
Rev. Peggy Sanderford Ponder
Rev. and Mrs. Clifford Sarver
Ms. Irmgard Scherer
Ms. Donna Schoo

MINISTERING TO MINISTERS PHILANTHROPIC 
ENDOWMENT 
SUPPORTS 
OUTSTANDING 
MILITARY 
CHAPLAINCY 
CANDIDATES 
THE REVEREND COLONEL MARY LOU 
KOLLARIK AND COLONEL DONALD MARTIN 
KOLLARIK MILITARY CHAPLAIN FUND 
ESTABLISHED IN 2023 BY COLONEL DONALD 
KOLLARIK, IN MEMORY OF REVEREND 
COLONEL MARY LOU KOLLARIK

The Reverend Colonel Mary Lou (Morris) and Colonel 
Donald Martin Kollarik first met as officers in the U.S. 
Army. Following their military service, Mary Lou attended 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology and was 
ordained as a United Methodist minister in the North 
Georgia Conference UMC. Meanwhile, Don regularly 
volunteered at Emory University Hospital and was a 
member of “The Sing-Alongs,” which supported three 
Alzheimers facilities in Atlanta. As Mary Lou went on to 
serve as pastor in charge at several churches, the two 
spent most of their lives together devoted to Christian 
service. They were married for 53 years until Mary Lou’s 
death on January 4, 2023.

The Colonels Kollarik have established scholarship 
endowments at the Smeal College of Business at The 
Pennsylvania State University, Winthrop University, and the 
Candler School of Theology at Emory University. Now, 
in memory of his wife and their shared commitment to 
national and Christian service, Don Kollarik has established 
an endowment at Columbia Theological Seminary. The 
Kollarik fund is geared toward furthering the work of the 
church of Jesus Christ by funding the seminary education 
of outstanding candidates for chaplaincy in the United 
States military. 

Scan Here Columbia Theological Seminary 
gratefully welcomes gifts in honor  
of or in tribute to a loved one.  
Use this QR code to learn more at  
www.ctsnet.edu/giving-to-columbia/.
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COLUMBIA  FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
In 1948, the spouses of two Columbia Theological Seminary 
professors encouraged other Atlanta wives to contribute 
one dollar each to help the Seminary. Seventy-five years 
later, Columbia Friendship Circle has grown to include all 
who participate in the Presbyterian Women’s organizations 
throughout the synods of South Atlantic and Living Waters. 
Churches from other denominations are also welcome to join.

Their mission continues today in three ways:

•	 Prayer for the students, faculty, staff, and all members of 
the Seminary community

•	 Encouraging men and women to consider Christian 
ministry

•	 Providing financial assistance through selected projects 
that help meet the Seminary’s needs

In recent years, support has focused on scholarships for 
students with families and fellowships awarded to outstanding 
graduates. 

To support the Columbia Friendship Circle’s goal to fund 
five scholarships totaling $60,000, use the QR code on this 

page to make a gift online at https://www.
ctsnet.edu/giving-to-columbia/. Be sure to 
select “Columbia Friendship Circle” from the 
Designation drop-down menu on the online 
giving form. Checks and gifts of stock are also 
gratefully accepted and appreciated.

“Just when you feel 
that things are getting 
tough and challenging, 
just when you feel 
doors are closing and 
paths are tighter, our 
gracious God opens 
a door so wide that 
I am left speechless 
and humbled. Words 
can’t express how 
happy, excited, and 
overwhelmed I am by  
this scholarship.”

Dana AbuGhazaleh 
 [MDiv23]

Scan Here

BUILDING COMMUNITY AND INSPIRING 
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION:
THE DOCTOR OF MINISTRY JUSTICE TRACK 
Dr. Mitzi Smith and Dr. Bill Brown taught in the first course for the first cohort of the newly launched Justice track within the 
Doctor of Ministry degree program, co-teaching a new course titled “Biblical Perspectives of Justice.”

The two instructors could not have been more different. Dr. Smith is a Black, womanist New Testament scholar, while Dr. 
Brown is a white, male, privileged Old Testament scholar. Likewise, the cohort brought together a diverse group of black and 
white pastors and administrators, both women and men, as well as a pastor from Myanmar. 

The result? A highly generative, challenging, community-building, and spiritually transforming class. 

The class critically and contextually explored a wide range of texts and their contexts raising awareness about injustice in our 
world and exploring how both justice and injustice are characterized in biblical texts. Reading this content through the lens of 
intersectionality, the class aimed to understand how systems of oppression overlap and converge, harming both individuals 
and their communities.

Knowing that trauma must be voiced and heard for healing to take place, students constructed laments, some of which are 
excerpted on this page. May they embolden us “to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.” 
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