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workshop one recap: writing begins 
with reading
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READING

• RECAP: WHAT IS AN ARGUMENT? HOW TO IDENTIFY AN ARGUMENT? 

• READING WITH COURSE TOPICS IN MIND, AS WELL AS YOUR OWN AREAS OF 

INTEREST/CURIOUSITY/QUESTIONS/CONTESTATIONS. 

• WHAT DON’T YOU AGREE WITH? 

• WHAT IS MISSING? 

• WHOSE VOICES ARE MISSING?

WRITING LOGISTICS

• TIME NEEDED

• BRAINSTORMING PARTNER (MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH CAL!)

• OUTLINE, ROUGHDRAFT, REVISION (EDITING IS A PART OF THE WRITING PROCESS)



Writing the 
Seminar Paper



What is the Seminar paper?
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The seminar paper is a genre specific to academic 

institutions. The seminar paper is a genre that is 

research intensive—meaning that it poses a new idea, 

no matter how larger or insignificant to a field of 

research or disciplinary study. Distinct from genres such 

as the review and the report, the seminar paper does 

not summarize. Instead, the seminar paper mostly uses 

inductive reasoning to present a new and inventive idea 

to a specific discipline such as Ethics, Literature, History, 

Theology, and Philosophy.

Moreover, it is important to note that each discipline 

has its own style of writing and its own expectations for 

the seminar paper. Thus, it is important to 

communicate with faculty members about their 

disciplinary expectations.



Writing the Seminar Paper

1. Introductions

o Thesis statements

2. Paragraph Structure

o Topic sentences

o Introducing quotes

o Explanation

3. Progression and Development

o Cohesion and transition sentences

4. Conclusion

o Summarize essay and further questions
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Introductions
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The introduction must leave the reader with a clear 

understanding of the specific subject area that your essay 

will investigate. Defining your essay’s scope in this way 

often requires distinguishing your specific focus from the 

larger discourse on your topic.

It is important to note that while the introduction defines 

the scope of your paper and begins to sketch your ideas 

and concerns, it also houses your argument: the thesis 

statement.



Thesis Statements
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The thesis statement is the central claim 
your essay will make about your chosen 

topic. Since the topic area must first be 

described and motivated, the thesis 
statement is usually placed near the end of 

the introduction.

It is also important to note the 
following: Every piece of writing that 

you write as a student—beyond even 

the seminar paper—should have a 
clear and evidence-based thesis 

statement.



Body Paragraphs

Unlike your introduction, body paragraphs are 
sequences of writing that support your thesis 
statement. Each body paragraph is its own 
sub-idea related to the premise (thesis) that 
you put forth in the introduction. These 
paragraphs develop your thesis and are the 
building blocks for your essay. It is important 
to note that unlike the introduction which is 
general and broad, these paragraphs are 
detailed oriented and should be separate 
points that build upon each other.  

9



Paragraph Structure

1. Each paragraph should 
have the following elements:

2. A Topic Sentence

3. Context

4. Introduction Tag

5. Explanation of the Quote
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Topic Sentence:

• The first or second sentence of the paragraph that introduces the idea of the 

paragraph

• EX: "Further, the thicket operates as an extended metaphor for the unknowable."

• Context:

• The background information that allows readers to understand the point you are 

attempting to make

• Introduction Tag:

• Ex: "According to Foucault" or "Foucault writes" or "Foucault insists"

• Explanation of Quote:

• This explanation makes and solidifies your point explicitly

• EX: " In this sentence, Foucault signals, through the usage of the word “root,” the 

thicket of the unknowable. Root, here, operates as the movement of homosexuality 

as simply an action to be forbidden and toward the emergence of the homosexual—

the secrecy of the act as the foundation and site of an individual’s being."



Progression and 
Development



Cohesion and Transition Sentences

1. Transition Sentences:

- Transition sentences bring out the 
logical relation between ideas, 
sentences, paragraphs, and sections of 
a paper. They can help readers 
understand how sentences and 
paragraphs work together to lead to a 
larger idea.

- EX: Attempting to disentangle the 
spread of repressive power over 
peripheral sexualities, Foucault mirrors 
the complex work of repression as it 
incorporates, through the ancient 
epoch and through the modern era, 

various forms of taboos and 
perversions into its discourse of 
prohibitions by incorporating a similar 
cyclical movement into the fabric of 
his own argument" 12

In writing, cohesions—sometimes called flow—is the manner 

in which your writing works together to not only present and 

idea but also to ground it as evidence based and rational.

It is important to note that they manner in which paragraphs 

are organized speaks to cohesion. Further, the development of 

cohesion is its own argument.

Paragraph sequencing and transitions sentences work together 

to create flow,



Transition Words

Certain words and 
phrases  signal the transition 
from one idea to the other 
such as the following:

- Adverbs

- Adverbial phrases

- Participle phrases

- Adjectives

- Adjectival phrases

Example Transition Words

To Add:

- and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, 
further, furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what's more, 
moreover, in addition, first (second, etc.)

To Compare:

- whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, 
nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, where, 
compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, 
although, conversely, meanwhile, after all, in contrast, 
although this may be true

To Prove:

-  because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, 
evidently, furthermore, moreover, besides, indeed, in fact, 
in addition, in any case, that is.

To Show Emphasis:

- definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, 
absolutely, positively, naturally, surprisingly, always, forever, 
perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, 
without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation
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Organizing Body Paragraphs
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In addition to having good topic sentences, paragraphs must have a clear and logical organization. There are 
many ways to organize paragraphs. The most common patterns are the following: classification, 

chronological sequence, evidence and illustration, contrast and comparison, and cause and effect.

As the writer, you should ensure that the structure or organization of the paragraph is clear to the reader 
and appropriate for the type of document you are working on. Sometimes, knowing how a paragraph is 

organized can serve this purpose.



For Example
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Further



By Way of 
Conclusion



Conclusion Paragraphs

While the conclusion paragraph is often framed as a 
restatement of the thesis and the other substantial 
arguments of the paper, the conclusion is also a placed 
to push the research further, to re-emphasize 
conundrums or paradoxes and to ask further 
questions.

It is important that you do not in your conclusion 
become comfortable with summary—instead lead 
your readers to the edge of your analysis or the edge 
of your thought.
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Understanding Assignments



What Is the Assignment Asking 
of Me? Who is my Audience?

• WHAT ARE THE MAIN QUESTIONS BEING POSED FOR 

THE ASSIGNMENT?

• WHAT ARE THE VERBS AND NOUNS? (i.e., “design,” 

“explore,” “describe,” etc.)

• WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS ASSIGNMENT?

• WHAT ARE THE SUB-QUESTIONS?

• WHO ARE YOU WRITING FOR? 

• ARE THERE MULTIPLE AUDIENCES?  

• HOW SHOULD YOU COMPLETE THE TASK? (WHAT 

DOES YOUR AUDIENCE WANT?)



The Pre-Writing Process
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OUTLINE WITH THE SPECIFIC CRITERIA OF THE ASSIGNMENT IN MIND

HOW DO YOUR IDEAS CONNECT TO 

CREATE UNITY, COHESION, AND 

COHERENCE? 

THIS IS VITAL FOR YOUR PAPER’S ORGANIZATION 
AND FLOW. 

DEVELOPING THE FIRST BRAINSTORM 

START WRITING WITHOUT EDITING OR CENSORING YOURSELF; JUST GET IT 

DOWN ON THE PAGE. YOU ARE CRAFTING A PAPER, AND THIS IS A PROCESS.

THINK OUT LOUD/READ OUT LOUD AND ASK, “DOES THIS MAKE SENSE?” 



You Try!

Think-Pair-Share

For five minutes, write a thesis statement for an upcoming assignments. 

After five minutes, talk with a partner about how you could develop this 

idea into a seminar paper. Afterward, we will share with the group our 

findings



CAL SURVEY HTTPS://CTSNET.MYWCONLINE.COM/SURVEY.PHP



Thank you from CAL !

Robert Griffin, Director

Courteny Bowden, Academic 
Coach

Erica Hughes, Academic Coach
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